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POLLUTION

Pollution today has become a by-word, found
on the lips of every one. But really speaking,
this pollution is not something new; it has been
in the human society and environment from the
beginning of creation. But it didn’t attract the
attention of the people as much as it has done
since the 70’s of the present century. Pollution
means making some thing dirty.lt may be land,
water or atmosphere. Dust, storms, smoke and
death of living beings have been causing pollu-
tion. But nature has such agents like rain, scav-
engers and others which counteract the effects
of pollution. The balance is maintained. There
was some talk of pollution during the 14th century
and during the Napoleonic war when burning of
coal polluted the atmosphere. But it was simply
a natural phenomenon. It did not cause raising
of eyebrows.

The main thing of great concern today is not
pollution but superpollution. This super-pollution
implies a particular state when the whole nature
is dumped with too much of pollutan’s and the
agents of nature fail to control these pollutants.
The whole system of nature breaks down and
this leads to ecological imbalance and ecological
catastrophe. Certain parts of North America have
turned into desert where no blade of grass grows
and a dead animal remains rotting for months
together. This is all because of super pollution

This super-pollution can be studied by clas-
sifying it into different categories. They are land
pollution, water pollution and air pollution. The
land pollution is caused mainly by heavy industries
and chemical factories. Their was age mostly
poisionous in nature is dumped either on the
ground or under the ground. These remain rotting
for years, affecting the very texture and fertility
of the soil. Plastic materials and certain chemicals
remain under the soil for centuries alse. Besides,

these industries, the developed means of ag-
culture have added to this land pollution. E
much use of pesticides and insecticides ant
chemical fertilizer has affected the soil very mucit
D.D.T., strontium and some such chemicals ha
been put on or in the soil. It is not only
that is affected, it has created a great '
hazard becayge we have been taking these Chem
cals in microunits through vegetables and Othi
eatables. Nuclear experiments made under
ground and atomjic explosions made in the @&
mosphere have affected the whole Jand by atom™
fall out. Burning of o wells in Kuwait affgcf_‘
the vegetation of India, though for sometime onl .7
Everyday new industries are coming adding '5=
land pollution. Ditches and field have been pavé™
which formerly could confine pollution to the!
selves. These pollutants in one form o the off
have affected the human health adversely. Th¢

are some of the polluting metals and their effé
on man,

=1

Metal Pathological effects on

man ‘

1. Mercury Abdominal pain, headache,
diarrhoea F .

2. Lead Anaemia, Vomiting, Loss of s
Appetite. .j"

3. Zinc Vomiting, renal damage, cramP '

4. Copper Hypertension, Urenia,

3. Arsenic Kidney damage, mental disf.__'
b il
tra

6. Cobalt e




water pollution. The whole sewage of the towns
is dumped into rivers. The animals and bacteria
try to disinfect and purify to some extent. But
there is so much dirt and fifth in the water that
the whole system fails and water animals get af-
fected. Industries also have polluted the water
of rivers beyond cure. Liquid chemical wastage

is thrown into the flowing rivers which kill bacteria

and other water animals. The best example is
the Damoder river whose wafer has been com-

pletely contaminated, unfit for drinking. Dead bod-

ies thrown into the river may pollute to some
distance only, but the industrial wastage and
chemicals contaminate the river for ever. From
those fish and other food items procured from
water’ people can simply inherit diseases. These
are some example of industrial and agricultural
pollutants discharged annually into the world’s

The last pollution is the atmospheric pollution.
Factories have been belching tons of smoke making
the whole atmosphere polluted. Four wheelers
in towns and cities have made the towns full of
carbon dioxide (CO,) & Carbon monoxide (CO)
making Oxygen rarer. A traffic police in Japan
has to inhale pure oxygen after some intervals.
Perhaps a time will come when we shall have
to carry Oxygen cylinders on our backs to survive
on this earth. The cutting of Jungles has affected
the whole atmosphere. Too much burning has
led to increase in the heat of the earth.

But more than this is the atmospheric pol-
lution caused by the explosion of atomic weapons
in the atmosphere. This affects not a particular
area but the whole world. There is no nuclear
umbrella to countract this effect. Hiroshima and
Nagashaki are two examples where children are

pcean.

Paollutants Estimated annual discharge
1970-75 (in metrictons)
1. Petroleum and Industrial 3,405,000 off shore wells oil tank-ers, indus
hydrocarbons trial wastes /
2. Hydro-carbons (air borne) 15,000,000 Vehicles, industries Power plants
3. Air borne lead 350,000 Vehicles '
4. D.D.T. 25,000 Agriculture and Public health opera
’ tiong:

Source

born deaf, dumb and blind. The atomic radiation
from the scattered atoms cannot be controlled
and we know the average life of such an atem

is thousand years.
_ There is one more type of pollution called

noise pollution. There is so much noise in towns
and cities and factory areas that it has affected
the human health very much. The human ear
and mind can tolerate only upto a certain decitel
of sound. If the intensity increases it will cause
deafness. madness and some times death also.

. Inspite of Instructions, Vehicles and Factories don’t

pay head to these warnings.

The recent pollution has pused a threat to
the whole world. Too much poliulion in different
fields has affected the ozon layer.This ozon layer
has been serving as an umbrella to save the world
ft‘om‘cosmic radiation. But in the recent past it
is found the ozon layers are getting thiner and

thiner posing a greater danger. There is no way
to repair the ozon layer. If the scientists and the
pepole continue polluting the world this way, it
is difficult to say how long the world will survive.

After the 70’s many international seminars have
been organised. The pollution has posed such a
threat that the meetings and seminars have been
held even at the village level. This shows con-
sciousness of the people about the problem. Most
of the world governments have taken up the
projects of cleaning the rivers and use of affor-
estation to get rid of land pollution. Laws have
been made to curb pollution caused by
factories.But nothing has been done to control
pollution which is going to affect the whole world.
One more step, it will lead to death. One stepless,
there is all life. We have to see what is in store

for the humanity.
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